
 

Watlington Primary School Safeguarding 
Update June 2026 
Welcome back to school  - we hope you have a great term 6. At Watlington Primary School, 

safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. We are committed to ensuring that all children feel 

safe, supported and valued. 

 As we move towards the summer months, we would like to share some important information 

and reminders for families. 

Best wishes 

Jonathan Gale 

Deputy Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Water Safety 

Following recent national incidents and, tragically, a tragic water-related death in Oxfordshire 

during half term, we have been asked to share the water safety information below. 

Spending time near water can be fun, especially in warm weather, but open water can be 

dangerous even if you are a strong swimmer. Rivers, lakes, canals, quarries and reservoirs can be 

much colder than they look, with hidden hazards and strong currents.  

• Do not jump, dive or swim in open water unless it is a supervised, designated place. 

• Never go near water alone - stay with friends and make sure someone knows where you 

are. 



• Be aware that cold water shock can affect anyone, even strong swimmers, and can make 

it hard to breathe or move. 

• Rivers, canals and lakes may have hidden dangers under the surface such as rocks, 

rubbish, weeds, fishing line or sudden drops. 

• Do not take risks to impress others, including dares, bridge jumps or entering the water 

for social media content. 

• If you fall in, try to stay calm, float on your back, keep your airway clear and control your 

breathing. 

• If you see someone in trouble, call 999 or 112, shout for help, and throw something that 

floats. Do not go in after them. 

• If possible, choose supervised swimming venues or pools instead of unsupervised open 

water. 

Remember: Enjoy the good weather, look out for your mates, and stay safe around water. 

Please spend some time talking to your children about the dangers posed by water. 



Preparing for the Summer Holidays 

 

The summer holidays are an exciting time, but they can also bring additional safeguarding risks.  

Please remember: 

• Ensure children know basic road safety rules when playing outdoors. 

• Discuss personal safety and what to do if they become separated from family members. 

• Remind children never to share personal information online. 

• Ensure older children know who to contact in an emergency. 



Consider creating a simple family safety plan so children know: 

• Trusted adults they can speak to. 

• Important phone numbers. 

• Safe places to go if they need help. 

NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe  

 

Last week, pupils across our school took part in the NSPCC's Speak Out Stay Safe programme. 

Through engaging assemblies and classroom activities, children learned important messages 

about staying safe, recognising trusted adults and understanding that they have the right to 

speak out if something is worrying them. The programme helped pupils develop their 

understanding of personal safety and reinforced the importance of seeking help when needed. 

The sessions also introduced children to sources of support, including trusted adults at home 

and school and the services provided by Childline. Pupils participated thoughtfully throughout 

the programme, demonstrating maturity and respect when discussing these important 

safeguarding topics. As a school, we are committed to promoting a culture where every child 

feels safe, listened to and confident to ask for help whenever they need it. 



Domestic Abuse and the World Cup 

 

Article taken from Safeguarding In Schools Email, written by Andrew Hall Specialist Safeguarding 

Consultant  

With the World Cup starting later this week, it is useful to bear in mind that such sporting 

events often lead to an increase in incidents of domestic violence. 

A 2013 Lancaster University study found a 38% increase in domestic abuse reports when 

England loses, and 26% when they win or draw. During Euro 2024, police forces recorded 351 

football-related domestic abuse incidents across England and Wales, up from 193 in 2021. 

Whilst domestic abuse  organisations agree: football does not cause domestic abuse. Jo, CEO of 

RISE UK, goes further, arguing that foregrounding the tournament risks obscuring the real issue. 

Abuse is a perpetrator's choice, not a consequence of circumstance. 

See this poster for details of how to seek support: https://womensaid.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2023/11/Football-Against-Domestic-Abuse-.pdf 

Useful contacts 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline (Refuge): 0808 2000 247         

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc9u2zwQxJ-GunyQQC1JmTrw4A-pgJ77AAb_rGXaElclqaR5-yKxDRRFgB73N7ODxY7dtlOyK5qbvVoX21Ip4zlTqqXdMoXd10ipCSZINTreoOkPmutxGIVocLVxOQVc4ivm91MMRoLoldIS-FONwUCvDiNwMeoHW7EUO-Opvm9o7shlssHbUh-WjIX27PHL_YI_d0x38Yl295n27WP6_6-wr5SLUdJh8DBYJ3mAXjjFB6VtEOdh0AF5Ew1wGPjANVdCib6TnkvtRgfjQWBQA5P8dnVrV-wZ593mENMcU_EXoqV0nrr91izmUutWmDgymBhMb7RiKjaGjvLc7bcPtLWeUsVUGUz7tpANhcEEHASDqe8ZTBNRdXZZ2uNsYyq1faEVS42-Pbq9YNtt4dw831owBcynQKuNyfzzwmyus10ECM4kf7N1iWmulDr6Rakr_vLpQR-3iKne-xihPyilVVNifVQkD6rnWkFTzY9Y8b_vLwzEH_jVwO8AAAD__6G3z6k
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc9u2zwQxJ-GunyQQC1JmTrw4A-pgJ77AAb_rGXaElclqaR5-yKxDRRFgB73N7ODxY7dtlOyK5qbvVoX21Ip4zlTqqXdMoXd10ipCSZINTreoOkPmutxGIVocLVxOQVc4ivm91MMRoLoldIS-FONwUCvDiNwMeoHW7EUO-Opvm9o7shlssHbUh-WjIX27PHL_YI_d0x38Yl295n27WP6_6-wr5SLUdJh8DBYJ3mAXjjFB6VtEOdh0AF5Ew1wGPjANVdCib6TnkvtRgfjQWBQA5P8dnVrV-wZ593mENMcU_EXoqV0nrr91izmUutWmDgymBhMb7RiKjaGjvLc7bcPtLWeUsVUGUz7tpANhcEEHASDqe8ZTBNRdXZZ2uNsYyq1faEVS42-Pbq9YNtt4dw831owBcynQKuNyfzzwmyus10ECM4kf7N1iWmulDr6Rakr_vLpQR-3iKne-xihPyilVVNifVQkD6rnWkFTzY9Y8b_vLwzEH_jVwO8AAAD__6G3z6k


Men's Advice Line (Respect): 0808 8010 327  

Further reading 

RISE UK: riseuk.org.uk 

Women's Aid Football United: womensaid.org.uk/what-we-do/football-united        

NPCC Euro 2024 statement: npcc.police.uk               

Young Carers in Schools Award! 

 

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc2K2zAUhZ_G3hQZWT-xvdCipQ103QcI-rljK7F1XV1pMnn7MpMEShnoUt85Ohzusft-SnYDc7Fn6yKjghleMqZCbM8Yqi8RUxtMUHpyvAXTDyMfp8MkZQubjespwBpfId9OMRglZK_1qAR_qjEY0ethElxO44NtQGRnOJXbDuaOXEYbvKXysGQgrNnDp_8JfldId_GJqvtI-_H--vZP2GfKYiQ_OK3e-w5jUM4Ng9STGoCrSQ1ej200gosDP_CRa6ll3ynP1egmJ6ZBQtCHRvHL2W0d2ReYq80hpjkm8gviSp3Hrl7a1Syl7NTIr404NuKYI0G9dJjnrl4acUxwpUYcBReqEcftVhbmKpWYZuYB2RkZvO2rjYnYdbmxF8Ti7LqygEAsYWHeVgIWcAMq0TPrKkH7vDBBCpBPATcbk_lv2WzOs12lkLxR_GrLGtNcMHX4hqkjv3x4wMc9Qir3aSbRD1qPuqVYHmupQfd81KIt5lcs8OXn90bIv_CrEX8CAAD__4Vm1GI
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkM2OmzAUhZ8GNhXI-AfshRet2khd9wHQNb4BJ-BLbTPpvH01k0SqqpFm6e8cnyt9sO9jhA3tFS7gQpMLJTwniiU3eyJ_TCVQrL31UhnHarTdoJk2vRGixg3COnpcwwum1zF4K7nolNKSs2cavOWdGgxnwugH2zBnmHEsrzvaO3KJwE-Qy6OSMNORJvzwf8bfB8Z7-ESHe1_78fb69t_YR8linfFO6kF1yBxqYIMcwDtUfc-k5ozVwXLGe9YzzZRQomvlxKR2xnEzCPSqryS7XtzWZjjjfEDyIc4h5mkhWnM7UXtc69Uupey5El8rfqr46UYbxgzBt5Tm9ri-oQVKc8PGU8VPZ6LiYF2bI4aCvuKn-qkrY_SYRk8bhGg_vZzsZYZVcMEqyW5Q1hDnQrGlPxTbPC3vHZzCHjCWu2fDu0EpreocykO9HFTHtOJ1sb9CwS8_v1dc_INfLP8bAAD__yRqwm4
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkcGu2ywUhJ_G3vzCwmBsvGDxV22krvsAEYbjmNjmuBzI7X37KjeJVFVX6pJvhtHRjD2Oc7Q7mNVe7RQYZUwwJ4yZ2JHQF5cDxtob36lx4jWYdtBcj_0oZQ27DdvZwxZukN7PwZtOyFYp3Qn-UoM3olXDKLgc9ZPtQGQvcM7vB5gHmhJa7yzlpyUBYUkOPv1P8LNAfIgvVKaPtG_315e_wj5TFqP4KGwHPQg-zYNQ0s221bqXzvfO9V0djOCi5z3XXEkl26ZzvNPTOIlxkOBVX3V8vU57Q3aGS7HJh3gJkdyCuFHjsClrvZkl54Mq-X8lTpU4RXijJh7ONQduwUFT1kqcEmxgCagSpwdmCRwmz_AGieUlAbClRJ_AM487UA6O2akQMJznexfEthBX8Cwjg5KQWMaS7tPGXL8KJ4ge0tnjbkM0_7w9mevFblJIXnX8zeYtxEvG2OAvjA255cMDLhwBYn4sNYp2UEqrmkJ-jtcNquVaiTqbHyHDf9-_VkL-gW9G_A4AAP__oEPcvg


We are pleased to announce that we have been awarded the prestigious Young Carers in 

Schools award in recognition of our support for young carers and their education. 

The award is part of the Young Carers in Schools programme run by The Children’s Society and 

Carers Trust. The programme helps schools identify and support pupils who care for family 

members affected by illness, disability, mental health conditions or addiction. 

We achieved the award by demonstrating strong support for young carers, including drop-in 

sessions and dedicated staff support.  

For more information about Young Carers, visit our website here. 

Who to contact if you have a concern about a child 

 

If you are worried about a child's safety please do not hesitate to contact any of the Designated 

Safeguarding Leads straight away. 

The following members of staff are Designated Safeguarding Leads for Watlington Primary 

School:  

• Mr Gale (DSL)  

• Mrs Sterjo  

• Miss Sharman  

• Mrs Tanner 

They can be contacted via the school office, or by telephone on 01491 612474.  

You can also contact the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) to raise concerns on: 0345 050 

7666 or via this website.  

https://www.watlington.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Young+Carers&pid=101
https://myehmportal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/mopsafeguard#h1


If a child is in immediate danger, call the Police immediately on 999. 

Our school website also has a range of information about safeguarding and mental health / 

wellbeing. Click here for more information. 

https://www.watlington.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding+and+Wellbeing&pid=24
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