Watlington
Early Years



share our ethos about learning in
early years

°givq you some of the rationale
ehind our approach

‘share the key areas of the
early years ﬁb‘,amewor

*give you an insight into what
your child will experience
with us

*provide you with practical ideas
use at home




- Get to know you and your child

* Assess your child from their
starting point

*We then plan to make sure they have
an exciting and challenging learning
experience with us

-Ongoing observations, tracking and
assessments

*We will contact you if we have any
specific concerns, ‘no news is good
news!’




Behind the scenes....
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The Principles

* A new change in the E
promote “good oral health o
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nd writing
float on a sea of talk.

-James Britton

Created by Lindsay Barna literacycoachmusings.wordpress.com



We are seeing a decline in children’s
home experiences of talking, singing,
and learning nursery rhymes. As
children’s engagement in playing with
phones and tablets rises, the focus on
play and talking diminishes.

In 2017, Ofcom reported that
nearly half of children aged 3
to 4 years, use YouTube.
More than half are online for
8 hours a week.

There is no app
to replace your
lap!




If you ever have a minute
spare... please read a book to
the children.

The Benefits of

Reading

Rcading exercises
your children’s brain

and improves your Decreases Mental more words than
memory decline by watching TV show.
3 2% Lowers stress levels by
Increases your

Children’s books
exposes your child to

children’s vocabulary by

READING ACTIVATES

MEDIAL PREFRONTAL CORTEX

RETRIVAL OF LONG TERM MEMORY
CONFLICTMONITORING
ERRORDETECTION

DECISION MAKING

LATERALTEMPORAL CORTEX M

EMOTIONALASSOCIATION
VISUALMEMORY

68%

A 2009 study at the University
of Sussex in the UK found that
reading can reduce stress by
up to 68%.

MEMORY RECALL
REGULATES THE
FOCUS OF ATTENTION

INFERIOR PARIETAL LOBE

UNDERSTANDING EMOTIONS
INTERPRETING SENSORY DATA

HIPPOCAMPAL FORMATON
PONG TERM MEMORY PROCESSING

Reading is a powerful way to reduce stress!
Set aside 30 minutes to read every day in a quiet place where you won't be interrupted
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What science tells us about why
you should get lost in a great story
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knowledge and
vocabulary by
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Lowers
stress by
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Can lengthen
your life by

Studies show that
people who read for fun
are more likely to feel
happy and confident.
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Your heartbeat slows.
Your muscles melt. One
minute you're reading
in bed, and the next
you're zzZZ7ZzzzZZ2zzz.

Whether you're starting
a book club or bonding
over Wimpy Kid with a
friend, you'll be part of
a reading community.

i‘/' @ Reading is a workovt for your. . .

Memory Imagination
Reading Books help you
exercises the see vivid pictures
brain, improving in your mind.
So you feel like

your memory.

(Maybe you'll stop
forgetting your
lunch at homel)

you're actually at
Hogwarts, riding
a Nimbus 2000,

MSCHOLASTIC

Heart
Research
shows that
reading about
a character’s
thoughts and
feelings can
make you kinder.



- Correct modelling of speaking, listening, reading

What does and writing (speech sounds)
lang uage rich - Don't watch and wait.... Act NOW!
look like? - Shared experiences - day to day
- New vocabulary introduced and explained +
explored

- Opportunities to talk and be listened to -
language developed/ modelled

- Range of texts to develop language - from different
cultures, magazines, newspapers, non-fiction as
well as fiction. New and different authors. Library
visits

- Rhymes, nursery rhymes and songs



Let’s Talk

Talking starts with listening...
talking is powerful.

Allow thinking time.

Can they hear you? Check by asking
“What did I say?”

Learn to listen skillfully to move the
talk on.

Slow your speech down to match
theirs.

Extend, enrich, develop and deepen.

In the moment vs at the right
moment. Teach clear speech sounds
(how it was said) after they have
finished (what was said).
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Maths

Numbers

Numeral
Patterns

We follow the Maths Mastery approach, aimed
at securing a deeper understanding of number
and number patterns.

Children learn to:

* Subitise

* Count on fingers

* Count with accuracy

* Identify, sequence and write numerals

 Discuss more / fewer and make comparisons

* Explain their thinking

* Develop reasoning skills

* Represent their thinking and learning
through pictures, photos and written
methods.



“From the day our children are born (yes), to the day they tell
us to stop, we should read to them,” (Michael Rosen)

* Talking about and
PRE-WRITING SHAPES ¢

Children should be able to form these Q S h'a rl n'g bOO kS
pre-writing strokes before asking them to write.

-t e ~* Print in the

2 years 2»% years 3 years 3%-4 years e nViI‘O n.me n.t
* Early mark making
and writing




‘Before
children

write a story,
they needto
play a story’



Immersing ourselves into a story ...

- Using actions
* Mapping / sequencing
* Reciting together

B B A\
’ y . &,
Y g \
o S

AR

- Using our own ideas

Talk 4 Writing

* Role play




Nursery Class — Phase 1 (Listening,

Rhyme, Rhythm, Music, Alliteration,

Blending sounds)

Reception following Early Letter Sounds
(ELS) - starting from Phase 2. Introduce

| letter sounds and shapes which build to

make words - s-a-t,

p-a-t, p-t-n, t-i-n

Children learn to write the letter shapes -

not cursive.

Secret to success — GOOD LISTENING!

This starts at home.

Phonics
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Phonics ELSi

How do we teach phonics?

on to listen to familiar  « Weuseasimple, consistent approach to teaching
e sound from another phonics.

rhg ming and saying *  We have mnemonics and rhymes to support learning
and recall

* We teach phonics every single day from the first days of
Reception

B

assessed on a regular

loring through play
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ELSEz |
Supporting your child with reading at home

L e a r n '. ng - . L * Children are only reading from books that are entirely

. Y decodable
to re ad L o TR * Your child should be able to read their book confidently
- i\ * We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after
m s g the sound)
* We want them to practise reading their book 4 times across
the week working on these skills:

ELS:%:%% decode
. . . . e fluency
Supporting your child with reading at home g_.xp,ession
* Only 1in 3 children are read a bedtime story night | .\)
* Reading a bedtime story every night to your child improves mmmm:m
their outcomes Reading less than weekly to a three-
« If your child views themselves as a ‘good reader’ when they year 'Old [s GSSOCl'atEd Wl't/l a Chl'/d
| Pri School th likel high . . ’
e o S being four months behind a child
who was read with daily when they
were three.

© Owforg Uriversty Prews 2021



Building up sounds isn’t easy!

Essentiol
ELS 5
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Supporting your child with writing at home
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You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home
to support them with their writing.

Let’s try this with the word: rain
We also practise saying our sentences before we write them to

make sure we write the sentence we have planned and to
ensure it makes sense!

B

© Owford Ureversity Press 2001




Why a
play

based
approach?

“Nothing lights up a child’s brain like play.” ~
Dr Stuart Brown, M.D.

"Did you know that the most important
interactions you have with a child can happen
through play? By engaging in playful serve and
return with a child, you can literally help build
stronger connections in the brain. Strong neural
connections are the foundation for all of a child’s
future learning, behavior, and health.”

- UNICEF, Director Jack P. Shonkoff, M.D.”




How do the
teachers
support this?

* Playing IS learning
* Might look like ‘just playing’
Valuing children playing and extend

upon opportunities —take their lead

* The environment is carefully planned to

develop children’s progress

* Challenging activities to support

learning

* Careful balance between adult and child

led learning

* Opportunities for play based

learning continues into KS1



* Structured routines — visual timetables
used to support all learners.

* Time for free flow play
* Adult led and child led opportunities

What does tﬂis

look like? *Rich questioning opportunities to develop
' children’s learning extending ideas and
vocabulary




*Provide a motivation and exciting
learning environment

* Treat your child as a unique child

*Work with you — ready to answer
questions

- Speak with you about any concerns we
have




* Check the class webpage regularly + use class email
» Check your child’s book bag daily

- Where possible, attend the open afternoons

- Establish a good routine at home

- Develop healthy lifestyle choices together

* Try to set limits to screen time

» Contact us with any questions, however small
- Work with and support us

* Register with a local dentist!

- Use your health visitor (under 5's)

* Reception:

* Yellow reading diaries are used to communicate and
Idaojclh these and reading books are broughtinto school
aily

* Engage in the home learning

Robins@watlington.oxon.sch.uk Hedgehogs@watlington.oxon.sch.uk



mailto:Robins@watlington.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Hedgehogs@watlington.oxon.sch.uk

Some
useful
ideas

Bookstart | BookTrust

Spot numbers when out and about and talk
mathematically

Teach your monster 1o read

Local library
Count everything — knives and forks, fruit, socks...

Bedtime stories — every night

Story CDs at home/ in the car

Outside learning, enriching visits and experiences
and day to day stuff.... walks, playing at the park,
visiting family, cooking, washing, talking about the
weather!

Be kind to yourselves.... ‘Comparison is the thief of

JOY .


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/how-we-help/programmes/bookstart/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

